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“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich.”  II Corinthians 8:9

Thus Paul exhorted and encouraged the Christians in Corinth; for Christian stewardships arises from and is nurtured by and increases not by commands and annual budgets but is created by and flourishes within the life of Christ Himself – the new creation planted in us by the preaching of the Word and enlivened by the Sacrament.

Though individual stewardship is mentioned, attention is drawn to the congregational life that the Holy Spirit bestows; rather than prescribing guidelines for individuals, this pamphlet describes, in broad fashion, the general stewardship that members of Trinity share. To achieve that purpose, stewardship has been categorized into three coordinated themes: regular stewardship, discretionary stewardship, and trust stewardship.

Regular Stewardship

Regular stewardship may be illustrated by the use of an envelope, a simple means to establish a pattern of offering to the Lord and His Church, and the congregation’s annual budget, a corporate expression of our life in Christ. The use of envelopes is a physical method by which a member of the congregation directs financial stewardship in support of the Gospel preached, taught, and confessed at Trinity. Though a personal demonstration of the faith, regular stewardship has a congregational aspect. For the congregation, with her boards and committees having decided the next year’s programs, depends on the members to support the preaching and teaching of the Gospel by offerings regularly given. This pie chart portrays the congregation’s stewardship from an annual perspective.

This pie approximates where the congregation exercises her stewardship; it does not include memorial funds or special offerings. For additional information, contact the members of the Board of Stewardship.
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As much as offerings are part of stewardship, so is the commitment of time and effort (though not as easily quantified as dollars and dimes). The congregation plans and depends on those commitments.

· A regular disciplined and thoughtful stewardship receives life and guidance from the Father’s promises through the study of the Scriptures.

· Biblical stewardship emphasizes giving in faith, offering as the response to the Lord’s faithfulness, and the regular, proportionate giving.

Discretionary Stewardship

Discretionary stewardship is giving and offerings not specifically designated by the congregation’s budget line items. It is unrestricted and included within our general stewardship plans  but sometimes without a destination until a need arises. This kind of stewardship might respond to an appeal from Lutheran World Relief and Human Care, a local relief project, or the quarterly emphases suggested by the Board of Missions & Evangelism. Discretionary stewardship might also purchase additional food and clothing for the food and clothes closet when you shop for yourself.

Discretionary stewardship also includes time and talent; e.g., participation in an ad hoc committee or assisting as a substitute teacher for Sunday school.

· Stewardship by nature looks outward and seeks to serve.

· Stewardship expresses personal faith lived out in the Body of Christ to the benefit of the Church and the entire world.

Trust Stewardship

In distinction from regular and discretionary, trust stewardship emphasizes long-term oversight of God’s gifts, generally beyond the typical one-year boundary of an annual budget. Trust stewardship uses the tools of endowments and memorials; at Trinity, examples include the Barnabas Fund, the capital improvement fund, and the evangelism fund. Though it does not support the regular annual budget and does not meet immediate needs as regular and discretionary intend, the first purpose of trust stewardship is to support the means of the Church to continue preaching and teaching the Word of God at Trinity and wherever people live without the knowledge of our Father and the Savior Christ Jesus.

Though “long-term” suggests wills and endowments for financial assets, time and talent should not be neglected. For the point of this pamphlet, trust stewardship might also encompass long-term projects in the congregation, e.g., service as a liaison with a missionary and the mission work, or service in an elected office, e.g., treasurer.

· Stewardship is an act of worship that encompasses the temporal gifts of time, treasure, and talent.

· Stewardship demonstrates a faith that depends upon God’s goodness for daily bread and shows forth its hope in God’s eternal gifts.

